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Abstract/Video Deadline: Sunday, January 4, 2015, by
11:59 PM Eastern Standard Time.
Submission of Abstracts and Case Videos
The AATS welcomes you to submit your Abstracts and
Videos to the MITRAL CONCLAVE 2015. Specific
instructions for abstract and video submission are located
on the Web site at www.aats.org/mitral.
Accepting Abstracts and Videos in the following categories:
 Degenerative Valve Disease
 Mitral Regurgitation in Heart Failure
 Ischemic Mitral Regurgitation
 Rheumatic Mitral Valve Disease
 Mitral Valve Endocarditis
 Congenital Mitral Valve Disease
 Other Mitral Valve Disease
 Mitral Repair Techniques & Strategies
 Mitral Valve Replacement
 Long-Term Outcomes
 Atrial Fibrillation in Mitral Valve Disease
 Tricuspid Valve Diseases
 Tricuspid Valve Repair
 Mitral & Tricuspid Valve Reoperations
 Mitral Annular Calcification, Abscess, or Disruption
 Imaging of Mitral Valve Disease
 Challenging Clinical Cases
 Minimally Invasive & Robotic Mitral Valve Repair
 Transcatheter Mitral Valve Therapies
 Mitral Valve Modeling
 From Bench to Bedside: Mitral Valve Research
Mark Your Calendar: AATS 95th Annual
Meeting
April 25-29, 2015
Washington State Convention Center
Seattle, WA, USAThe Journal of Thoracic and CarMark your calendar to join cardiothoracic surgeons from
around the world for a 5-day program of state-of-the-art pre-
sentations by renowned experts. Attendees will enhance
their knowledge and skills in a wide-range of subjects in-
cluding general and specialized cardiac surgery, emerging
technologies, congenital heart disease, critical care and aor-
tic/endovascular.
President & Annual Meeting Chair
Pedro J. del Nido
Annual Meeting Co-Chairs
David H. Adams
Yolonda L. Colson
AATS is excited to be hosting its Annual Meeting in Seattle
for the first time. This vibrant city combines sophisticated
urbanity with the unpretentious natural surroundings of
the Pacific Northwest. Nicknamed the ‘‘Emerald City’’ for
its lush evergreen forests, Seattle has something for
everyone—culture, entertainment, shopping, restaurants,
and outdoor activities. And Seattle is the home of great cof-
fee, which can be purchased from carts on every corner.
The meeting site—the recently renovated Washington State
Convention Center—is located in the heart of downtown.
Within walking distance is Seattle’s famous Space Needle,
where visitors can view the city, Cascade Mountains and
Mt. Rainer, the waters of Elliott Bay, and surrounding for-
ests from the 520-foot observation deck. Other attractions
nearby are the Pike Place Market, Pioneer Square, water
tours, and ferries. Visitors and Seattleites enjoy Seattle’s
lively downtown, great shopping, wonderful restaurants,
espresso carts on every corner, and thriving community
full of live theatre and museums.
Don’t Miss the Saturday and Sunday Symposia Includ-
ing:
Saturday, April 25th
 Adult Cardiac Skills: How I Would Like My Operation
Done
 Congenital Heart Disease Skills: Dealing With Chal-
lenging Conditions—Pearls and Pitfalls
 General Thoracic Skills: Implementing Innovation:
What Future Leaders Need to Know
 Allied Health Personnel Symposium: Advancing the
Team Based Care Management Model in Cardiotho-
racic Surgery
 Therapies for End-Stage Thoracic Organ Failure With
an Emphasis on ECMO, MCS, and Transplant
Sunday, April 26th
 AATS/STS Adult Cardiac Surgery Symposium: Deci-
sion Making in Adult Cardiac Surgery
 AATS/STS Congenital Heart Disease Symposium:
Unsettled and Unanswered Questions in Congenital
Heart Surgery
 AATS/STS General Thoracic Surgery Symposium:
The Evolving Role of Thoracic Surgeonsdiovascular Surgery c Volume 148, Number 5 2447
